OJB Landscape Architecture Advances Conceptual Landscape Plans for

Washington Commanders Stadium

A “stadium in a park” vision takes shape: rooted in the region’s riverfront ecology and designed to

support community health, daily recreation, and year-round gathering.

For Immediate Release: (28 April 2026)

OJB Landscape Architecture has developed a landscape vision for the new Washington
Commanders stadium and surrounding district, establishing an immersive, resilient public realm
that celebrates the natural beauty of the Washington, D.C., area. Conceived as a true “stadiumin a
park,” the plan pairs HKS’s design for the Commanders’ new home with OJB’s sweeping network of
lawns, groves, promenades, and plazas that invite movement, play, and connection on game days

and ordinary days alike.

The landscape is organized as a robust, adaptable sequence of outdoor rooms - cool and shaded
in summer, bright and walkable in winter, and animated by the colors of spring and fall. These
spaces expand to welcome the energy of stadium events and contract to match the rhythms of
everyday neighborhood life, offering paths for a lunchtime loop, places to meet friends, and calm

pockets for rest and reflection. Native and climate-resilient plantings strengthen habitat, manage



stormwater, and create comfort at the ground plane. Blurring the boundary between the stadium

and the city, the landscape is walkable and resilient.

“We’re designing a landscape around the stadium that feels inseparable from Washington’s park
and riverfront experience,” said Jim Burnett, FASLA, founder of OJB Landscape Architecture. “The
goalis a civic place that can hold the excitement of game day but also supports community health
and well-being every day: spaces to walk, gather, play, recharge, and celebrate. It will offer

something for everyone, in every season.”

Arrival plazas establish welcoming gateways across the site, each marked by generous tree
canopy, clear wayfinding, and comfortable places to pause. At the heart of this sequence, the
Festival Plaza at 22nd Street NE will become the district’s front porch: a flexible outdoor place for
seasonal markets, watch parties, performances, community events, and game-day traditions. A
continuous promenade loops the stadium and links the east and west plazas, creating a park-like
civic corridor that organizes movement, frames views, and stitches the broader district together

with a walkable, green edge.

The site’s natural grade change is embraced as an experiential asset, with an approach that feels
both robust and distinctly of this region. Situated on the former RFK Stadium site and aligned with
the L’Enfant Plan, the project extends the existing waterfront and park experience and reinforces
the idea of a “stadium in a park” at a truly civic scale. It enriches the surrounding recreational
network with new plazas, public open spaces, and green areas that welcome neighbors, visitors,
and fans alike. Designed to connect Washington’s historic core with the Anacostia River and
adjacent landscapes, the site reflects values of openness, accessibility, and transparency, with at

least 30 percent of the site dedicated to active and passive recreation.

About OJB:

OJB Landscape Architecture is a landscape architecture and urban planning practice founded by
James Burnett, FASLA, in 1989 in Houston, Texas, and led today by Burnett and his partners in six
offices around the country. Transforming public spaces is central to the mission of the firm. Its
work weaves together ecology and play, celebrates discovery and delight in the landscape, and

helps people connect to the natural world in new ways. The firm has received more than 150



significant honors and awards. Burnett is the recipient of the Design Medal, the highest honor
conferred by the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA). OJB is also the recipient of four
ULI Open Space Awards for its urban parks, the 2020 National Design Award for Landscape
Architecture from the Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum, and the ASLA Firm Award.
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Renderings also available here:
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1. Aerial Eaét Plaza

Caption:
Aerial view of the East Arrival Plaza, where tree-lined promenades and flexible gathering
spaces frame the approach to the stadium and create a welcoming civic gateway.
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2. Aerial Festival Plaza

Caption:
Festival Plaza serves as the civic heart of the district—a central gathering space for
community events, seasonal programming, and game-day traditions.
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3. Festival Plaza 01

Caption:
On game days, Festival Plaza transforms into a vibrant public stage, supporting fan
activities, food and beverage experiences, and large-scale gatherings.
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4. Festival Plaza 02

Caption:
The Festival Plaza promenade balances scale and comfort, providing generous pedestrian
space while maintaining views and connections to the stadium.
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5. Festival Plaza 03 - Non-Game Day

Caption:
On non-event days, Festival Plaza functions as a neighborhood park—supporting walking,
biking, relaxation, and informal recreation.
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6. South Entry

Caption:
The South Entry frames a dramatic arrival sequence, where planted terraces and shaded
paths guide visitors toward the stadium.
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7. Stadium Promenade

Caption:
A continuous promenade encircles the stadium, creating a civic corridor that organizes
movement and activates the building edge with retail and gathering spaces.
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8. West Steps

Caption:
The west steps embrace the site’s topography, forming a series of planted terraces that
provide seating, views, and informal gathering spaces overlooking the waterfront.
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